Business 
Conditions 


a review by the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago 


Agriculture 


Talk from the pig country, January, 10-13. 
Renewed interest in farm real estate, 
March, 4-7. 
Price support stocks accumulate, March, 7-8. 
Cattle cycle whipped?, May, 4-7. 
Meat for the dinner table, August, 16. 
Midwest trends in agriculture, 
December, 8-9. 


Banking 


Bank loans reflect shifts in business 
activity, January, 7-9. 

Checkbook spending—a yardstick for 
measuring area activity, February, 5-9. 

Bankers’ acceptance rediscovered, 
May, 10-12. 

Money in the bank, August, 9-11. 

Commercial paper—new style, 
August, 11-15. 

Swelling business loan demand, 
September, 7-11. 

Ten cents a check, October, 12-14. 

Christmas cash, December, 16. 


Index for the year 1955 


Consumer credit and savings 


Instalment credit boom at Midwest 
banks, October, 5-9. 

The saving grace, November, 6-16. 

Changing fashions in department store 
credit, December, 10-12. 


Economic conditions, general 


Recession—not for consumers, January, 16. 

People on the move, an added stimulus, 
June, 5-9. 

Three postwar pickups compared 
October, 14 16. 

The trend of business, January, 2-6; 
February, 2-4; March, 2-4; April, 2-4; 
May, 2-4; June, 2-5; July, 2-4; 

August, 2-3; September, 2-4; October, 2-5; 
November, 2-5; December, 2-4. 


Employment and wages 


More jobs; higher wages, June, 9-12. 

The brightening job picture, July, 16. 

Funds for the retired and the jobless, 
August, 4-9. 


Housing Industry and trade (cont.) 
Financing terms boost housing, April, 4-8. Haga el favor de despachar . . ., 
Rebuilding the slums, May, 12-16. December, 4-7, 14-15. 
Industry and trade Public finance 
Export gains chalked up, March, 9-12. State-local construction prospects remain 
Better roads—impact on industry, strong, January, 13-15. 
April, 8-12. Savings bond program rides out recession, 
Retail sales upsurge spurs business, February, 9-11. 
May, 8-10. Uncle Sam’s creditors, April, 13-16. 
Department stores boost hard goods sales, Money for crowded colleges, 
July, 4-6. September, 11-16. 
Bull market in mergers, July, 6-15. . 
Business gets a boost from inventory Transportation 
upswing, September, 4-7. Getting to work—autos clog streets, rail 
Exports headed north, October, 10-12. volume slumps, February, 11-16. 
City surveys under way, November, 5-6. Transportation investment: road and rail, 


Corporate profits soar, December, 12-14. June, 12-16. 
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